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Bonefish and Tarpon Trust’s Alex Woodsum is making waves  

MIAMI- Alex Woodsum’s life has been rooted in fishing since she was three years old and today 

is one of Bonefish and Tarpon Trust’s most passionate communications managers.  

Woodsum’s father took her fishing one day because he couldn’t find a babysitter. This day 

changed Alex’s life forever; she loved every second of being on the boat and has been hooked 

ever since.  

 “At three years old I was simply captivated all day long,” said Woodsum.  

Woodsum’s preferred form of fishing is also the most challenging and some would argue artistic 

forms; fly fishing.  

“I took up fly fishing when I was 8 on a family trip to Montana,” said Woodsum. “I had the 

privilege of being taught by a legendary Montana angler, Paul Roos.” 

Woodsum was President of the Fly Fishing Club at Middlebury College where she earned a 

history degree. During college she spent time chasing trout on fly, but her real passion was 

chasing tarpon on fly as she did on numerous family vacations to the Florida Keys.  

After relocating to South Florida, Woodsum worked for City Year Miami, a nonprofit which 

works to keep kids in school. At City Year Miami, Woodsum was a speechwriter and event 

planner.  

When a communications position opened up at the Bonefish and Tarpon Trust, Woodsum 

decided that it was time to give back to the creatures that she loved so much. Bonefish and 

Tarpon Trust works to conserve and enhance global bonefish, tarpon and permit fisheries and 

their environments through stewardship, research, education and advocacy.  

Most of Woodsum’s work revolves around meeting with potential donors to the organization, 

working to get news coverage of various projects Bonefish and Tarpon Trust is working on, 

event planning, traveling around Miami, the Keys, the Bahamas and creating video from these 

trips.  

Woodsum is part of a five person staff at Bonefish and Tarpon Trust, and in the two years she 

has worked there she has helped double the company in size through successful projects and long 

hours of “putting in the work” – early mornings and late nights. Bonefish and Tarpon Trust is 
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adding scientists, projects and starting new initiatives thanks in part to Woodsum’s public 

relations work, especially that involving donors.  

Woodsum says the biggest challenge in public relations and communications that she faced and 

overcame was learning the lesson that less is more.  

“Companies and organizations are constantly fighting the temptation to put too 

much information out there,” said Woodsum. “Having too many speakers at an event, too much 

text on an advertisements etc., you want people to know everything, but it often ends 

up backfiring because it can leave people bored or confused or with a mixed message.” 

Woodsum’s less is more approach and getting her message out quick and efficiently has helped 

her find success and helped the Bonefish and Tarpon Trust to grow and keep achieving its goals.  


