
 

King and Spanish mackerel invade 

Tampa Bay Waters  

       November 7, 2013 (By: William Korte, Student Reporter)   

       MADERIA BEACH – The annual fall mackerel migration on Florida’s west coast brought                                  

hundreds of anglers back to Old Salt’s King of the Beach Tournament this weekend.   

 

 The 20
th

 annual Fall King of the Beach Tournament saw anglers competing for a total purse of 

over $100,000 with $20,000 for the biggest fish overall. The tournament is held in the fall as 

mackerel migrate north for cooler waters and once again in the spring as the fish migrate south in 

search of warmer waters.  

 Aside from the money and prizes that are up for grabs, King of the Beach has many other 

advantages that make it such a popular and successful tournament. Its entry fees are relatively 

cheap ($195), all the tournament proceeds are donated to charity, fish which are caught and 

weighed are donated to science and it is truly a tournament that anyone from a first timer to a 

seasoned pro can win. 

“It’s all about family fishing, it doesn’t run an arm and a leg”, said Tournament Coordinator Jill 

Foraker. “We’ve limited the tournament to 30 miles offshore to put smaller single engine boats 

on the same level as triple engines. “ 

 King of the Beach is a 20- year-old tradition that brings financial support to the community 

through the local tackle shops that provide all the bait and tackle that anglers will need as well as 

its charity work. All of the registration and fundraising money is paid out to the anglers for 

placing in the tournament, all the rest of the money generated is paid to charities such as The 

Children’s Dream Fund and All Children’s Hospital.  

“I first heard of the tournament in local Bay Area tackle shops, and I’ve fished it every year for 

the past six years”, said captain Tom Kiernan; a Bay Area captain and tournament participant. “I 

was really blown away; it sets itself apart from other tournaments because it’s all donated to 

charity.”  



 King of the Beach has certainly left its mark on the lives of the participants and vendors/local 

businesses as well as the less fortunate through its charity work. It is engrained in the local 

culture. 

“I’ve fished this tournament for 15 years and plan to do so every year I can” said King of the 

Beach participant Joseph Dephillips.  

 

Participants and friends mingle at the King of the Beach Captain’s meeting the night before 

fishing begins.   


